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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary 

On February 3, 2006, an Office Action was sent to the Applicant rejecting claims 
1-11, 13-16, and 19-20. On May 8, 2006, the Applicant responded by canceling claim 
13. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-11, 13-16, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Smith (6,909,741). 

Smith discloses a method and corresponding system for providing service 
comprising an electronic supply chain management and collaborative planning, 
including a plurality of hubs, remotely coupled to each other, a set of information stored 
in a database coupled to each said hub, wherein said set of information is owned by 
business entities relatively proximate to each said hub, a set of regional authorities 
controlling access to said set of information, a computer program coupled to each said 
hub that distinguishes between simple tasks and complex tasks, a server coupled to at 
least one of said hubs, wherein said server is dedicated to performing simple tasks, and 
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a server coupled to at least one of said hubs, wherein said server is dedicated to 
performing complex tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 to col. 13, line 58; and fig.3); 
at least one hub is designated as a said regional authority with respect to synchronizing 
said set of information stored at other said hubs tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 
to col. 13, line 58; and fig. 3); a plurality of hubs, remotely coupled to each other, a set of 
information stored in a database coupled to each said hub, wherein said set of 
information is owned by business entities relatively proximate to each said hub, a set of 
regional authorities controlling access to said set of information, computer program 
coupled to each said hub that distinguishes between simple tasks and complex tasks, a 
server coupled to at least one of said hubs, wherein said server is dedicated to 
performing simple tasks, and a server coupled to at least one of said hubs, wherein said 
server is dedicated to performing complex tasks tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 
to col.13, line 58; and fig.3); at least one hub is designated as a said regional authority 
with respect to synchronizing said set of information stored at other said hubs tasks 
(col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 to col.13, line 58; and fig.3); set of information is 
synchronized by restricting which hub in said plurality of hubs can perform a write 
operation to the set of information tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 to col.13, line 
58; and fig.3); regional authority includes a token, wherein said token permits said 
regional authority to exercise control tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 to col.13, 
line 58; and fig.3); the designation of said regional authority is determined by at least 
one of the following: subnet location, class of goods, proximity to a valued client, and 
network locations as measured by geography or network location tasks (col.8, lines 10- 
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40; col. 12, line 60 to col. 13, line 58; and fig. 3); the designation of said regional authority 
is responsive to which hub in said plurality of hubs is experiencing more business 
activity than other hubs in said plurality of hubs tasks (col. 8, lines 10-40; col. 12, line 60 
to col. 13, line 58; and fig. 3); business activity is measured by at least one of the 
following: (1) number of transactions, (2) number of units being traded, and (3) 
monetary value of transactions tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col. 12, line 60 to coL13, line 58; 
and fig. 3); information regards an electronic transaction performed by said hub or a 
business entity that conducts business using said hub tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col. 12, 
line 60 to coU3, line 58; and fig. 3); receiving a message from a user parsing said 
message and determining the relative complexity of tasks associated with said 
messages, separating messages that require processing from those messages that do 
not require processing, sending a message requiring processing to a heavyweight 
server, wherein said message requiring processing is processed and sent to a user, and 
sending a message not requiring processing to a lightweight server, wherein said ' 
message not requiring processing is sent to a user tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col. 12, line 
60 to col. 13, line 58; and fig. 3); receiving and processing a set of information from said 
user regarding a message requiring processing at said heavyweight server tasks (col.8, 
lines 10-40; col. 12, line 60 to col.13, line 58; and fig. 3); step of processing includes 
performing a series of calculations and storing a result in a database tasks (col.8, lines 
10-40; col. 12, line 60 to col.13, line 58; and fig. 3); wherein said step of processing 
includes storing a record of said information in a database tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; 
col. 12, line 60 to col.13, line 58; and fig. 3); a plurality of hubs, remotely coupled to each 
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other, a set of regional authorities controlling access to a set of information divided into 
a set of subsets of information as determined by said regional authorities, whereby each 
of said subsets of information is stored in a database coupled to each said hub, a set of 
business entities, whereby each said subset of information is owned by a business 
entity relatively proximate to each said hub, a computer program coupled to each said 
hub that distinguishes between simple tasks and complex tasks, a server coupled to at 
least one of said hubs, wherein said server is dedicated to performing simple tasks, and 
a server coupled to at least one of said hubs, wherein said server is dedicated to 
performing complex tasks tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 to col.13, line 58; and 
fig. 3); and a plurality of remotely coupled hubs, each of said hubs each including a 
database, a set of regional authorities for controlling access to a set of information, said 
set of regional authorities dividing access control of said set of information among said 
set of designated regional authorities, a division of said set of information between said 
hubs stored in each said hub's database, a communication exchange between a first 
regional authority and a second regional authority, wherein said first regional authority 
requests instructions for obtaining data under the access control of the second regional 
authority tasks (col.8, lines 10-40; col.12, line 60 to col.13, line 58; and fig. 3). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11, 14-16, and 19-20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,926 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3693 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Trammel James can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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